Press Release

New Look on Juhu Beach

History was made today!  Citizens of Mumbai retrieved a strip of sand that is one of the city’s prized possessions – Juhu Beach.

In keeping with the orders of the Mumbai High Court, the Collector of Mumbai swung into action this morning.  He removed the food stalls that sat on Juhu sands for the last half a century.  But the “bhel” era has not ended.  Rather, the 1,00,000 weekly visitors to the beach can now relish hygienically prepared bhel, served on a neat food court with piped water, washing place, bins and a sit out.  Public conveniences are being upgraded and new toilets are under construction.

This brings to a close a three-year long court battle fought by Juhu citizens through a PIL.  It took years of toil and lakhs of precious funds to overcome resistance from every quarter.  Citizens found themselves alone in the battle.  Political leaders threw their weight behind the hawkers.  Community-sensitive issues like Shivaji’s statue were raked up.  Allegations of every kind were hurled in all directions.  But, the citizen’s faith in the judiciary prevailed.

The success of this Juhu Beach Redevelopment Plan designed by architect P K Das, is due in large measure to the unstinted support given by Ms. Hema Malini and Ms. Shabana Azmi.  Ms. Malini has so far contributed Rs. 1.5 crores and Ms. Azmi Rs. 80 lakhs from their MPLAD funds.  It is this monetary contribution that has led to the clearing of eight access roads, construction of two large car parks and recovery of encroached beach to set up six parks on the beach.

For the Juhu Citizens Welfare Group, the key player in this Public Interest Campaign, it is a great morale booster.  Citizens have now discovered their strength.  This victory will only spur them to positively impact the cityscape.  Citizen’s power is the only force that can stem the rot and salvage Mumbai!

