[image: image1.jpg]“Juhu [itizen

IChanging the Cityscape





Mithi Culprits Caught
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
Mumbai, September 13: ALONG the slushy banks of the Mithi river, 260 industrial and commercial units have been identified by the Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation (BMC) as not having licences. 

All of them will get a chance to present their case as the BMC gears up to act on the directives of the Bombay High Court, hearing a petition filed after the Mithi—also the city’s largest storm water network—flooded large areas of the suburbs following the July 26 deluge. 

“The hearings will be conducted before this weekend,” said Municipal Comissioner Johny Joseph. “Then, a detailed, timebound action plan will be prepared and submitted to the court before September 26.” 

Already, the Maharashtra Pollution Control Board (MPCB) has identified over 150 units, mostly garbage segregating units and chemical units, as probable culprits of the Mithi’s destruction. 

Sources said the MPCB, besides having identified a private agency to name units dumping effluents into the river, may also ask the civic body to shut down water and electricity supply to these units. 

Within the BMC, a team has been formed under Additional Municipal Commissioner Vijaysinh Patankar, including Deputy Municipal Commissioner (environment and waste management) Prakash Sanglikar, zonal Deputy Municipal Commissioner S S Kudalkar, assistant municipal commissioners of various wards and the chief engineers of the roads, sewerage and storm water drains departments. 

The team was to meet on September 9, but 223 mm of rain caused the Mithi to flood nearby colonies again and the meeting was postponed. 

Sanglikar said the “pucca and scientific” action plan will include a survey of illegally diverted sewage lines and public toilets whose waste ends up in the river. 

“If these toilets are at a higher level, they can be connected to sewer lines wherever they exist. If not, they’ll have to be relocated,” he added. 

Bharatiya Janata Party leader and petitioner Kirit Somaiyya, who did a recce of areas surrounding the river on Tuesday, said he has also approached Union Minister for Civil Aviation Praful Patel seeking to make a presentation on “various diversions of the river by airport authorities”. 

Mithi trouble

* When the suburbs received 944 mm of rainfall on July 26, the level of the Mithi rose uncontrollably. Even two days later, the water had not receded, drawing attention to the large-scale dumping of waste into the river

* Since areas like Kalina and Kurla also receive water from the overflow of the Vihar, Tulsi and Powai lakes, the Mithi flows furiously through these areas after torrential rains. With the river itself flooding dangerously, water backs up into colonies along its banks 







