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IChanging the Cityscape





The promise of the WESTERN FRONT
Walkways. Promenades. Entertainment zones. Other countries have ensured the seaface remains public. Here’s what we can do to our 40 km

Nadia Menezes
Mumbai, September 11: Along Kowloon island’s breathtaking waterfront promenade of Tsimtsatsui (pronounced chim-sa-choy), a brilliant Hong Kong twilight has just invited the sparkling neon of a buzzing city. 

Across oceans, 4,719 kms away, another vibrant island city—Mumbai—is similarly lighting up but with a very disturbing difference. 

Barring two km stretches at irregular intervals, all else along its 40 km-long western waterfront is dark, brooding, uninviting. 

In daylight the reason stands sharp: vast acres of slums and heaps of putrid garbage; the squalid outcome of rapid, unplanned development. 

HOPE IN THE NEIGHBOURHOOD
This needn’t be a finality.
Skip across the golden Gulf and Dubai’s Deira Corniche—a 5 km seaface that’s host to commercial buildings, markets, an art museum, social clubs, tourism centres and even a monorail—zoom into view. 

An undertaking of the Dubai Municipality, it cost a whopping Dh 3.307 billion (Rs 4,167 crore) to create. But like all things Middle Eastern, it promises valuable yet easily accessible beach property. 

And an orient across, Singapore has simpler lessons to flaunt. 

Galvanising perspective and money, its waterfronts are today spotless promenades that boast entertainment centres, food courts and even a soccer field. 

AND AT HOME
Mumbai needn’t lag too far behind. Parts of the ugly seafront have already morphed into striking walkways where citizens’ groups have played tough and court orders have forced the local administration out of its aesthetic blindness. 

But there’s an immediate need for a stronger vision. You won’t, however, find it with the government. 

‘‘There’s no plan for the seaface,’’ asserts South Mumbai District Collector Pradeep Vyas; while his counterpart in the north prefers ‘‘citizens’ initiatives’’ but won’t cut down on paper work. 

‘‘The red tapism can strangle you,’’ says Roshan Dabhoiwalla of Bandra West Residents Association. She’s seeking permission for a Titan-sponsored watch tower on Carter Road Promenade.
Her shuffle between Municipality, Collector and Maritime Board is still on. 

CITIZENS MAKE THE DIFFERENCE
There’s no giving up though.
‘‘It’s only residents adopting their area—in this case the seaface—that can make a difference to Mumbai,’’ says architect cum activist P K Das (48). 

Five-years-ago his team put together an ‘‘honorary’’ exhaustive plan——and roped in residents associations to ‘‘adopt it’’. So Bandra got its promenades and Juhu’s beautification trots on. 

Next on cue are a MP-funded (Manohar Joshi) Rs 4 crore beach nourishment plan for four kms of Dadar Chowpatty and a plan for Versova, announces Das. 

‘‘It’s only these citizen-driven plans that will bring back very valuable lost public space,’’ he emphasises. 






