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IChanging the Cityscape





Andher Nagri, Chopat Administration
By Adolf D’Souza: adolfdsouza@hotmail.com
When disaster strikes, we expect government administration to manage the disaster. The same administration who for 365/24 manages for disaster. Mumbai being the most holistically unplanned city, is being systematically planned for kickbacks in the name of piecemeal developments.
Houses are collapsing almost everyday. Probably the same corrupt officers has passed the building you work and live in. It could be your turn next, if not now then maybe 10 years from now. How many flats in our building are in its original condition? How many load bearing walls have we removed to convert our kitchen into bathrooms and bathroom into bedrooms? How much weight by way of marbles have we added onto each floor? At any given time its common to find at least one flat in a society being renovated by breaking some structure. Permissions for just about anything is granted easily, for Mumbai have no regulatory bodies left to detect, regulate or stop any wrong. 
Do you think the most corrupt police, BMC, MHADA or SRA personnel will change their ways in any new scheme or systems? They know more ways of beating a system than any suggestions for improvement we can make. There are many BMC workers supporting one political party thinking that Mumbai belongs to them. This unionized workers will neither work efficiently while in power nor will they allow other government to function. So much so that they are the real cause of many ills in Mumbai. 
JCWG in their survey had found the minimal number of hours the conservancy department put in everyday at work. Have you in your lifetime seen the pest control department workers in such large numbers? Why have these men in khaki become so conspicuous after the deluge? Where are they working at other times? Why don't they control the rampant mosquito menace? Are they bribed by mosquito repellant manufacturers? Why can't our storm drains be cleaned throughout the year. Why does the road patch-up works come off after few rains? Can't they use concrete-mix on top like in the South? No Johny in the BMC have had the guts to make them work effectively for full duty hours.
Its our turn to administer with a whip for the administration seem to fail every time. What would happen if at least one engineer responsible for the recent crashes is somehow jailed for culpable homicide - instead of the usual suspension? Having one officer/worker suspended from every department of each municipal ward for any dereliction of duty is enough to send message of responsibility and accountability.
Participation in one time rallies will not solve our city woes. A revolution of active participation back in our local ALMs is the most effective and practical contribution one can make in good times or bad. At local levels one can work as neighbours irrespective of status or NGO affiliations for common welfare.






