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Women Love Free Ride

By Vibha Iyer – Courtesy: Midday

In a bid to promote the concept of Zee Woman, which includes programmes for the women audience, Zee TV has started operating free buses from July 20 for women commuters in the city. 

As per the strategy, two routes, bus no 4 Ltd, which operates between Oshiwara and Hutatma Chowk and Bus no 138, which runs from Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus to Backbay depot, have been introduced.

The buses operate between 7.30 am and 3.30 pm and are scheduled every hour.

Says Ashish Kaul, vice-president of Zee, “We started this bus to complement the kind of programmes we have during the Zee Woman band from 12.30 pm to 3 pm.

During this time period, we have stopped advertisements and broadcast social service messages to help women lead a better life. This messages are in form of legal and medical advice, and tips on house management.” 

He adds, “In Mumbai travelling during the rains is a nightmare so this is our tribute to working women in Mumbai.”

While the company refuses to divulge cost details, they claim that they have received an overwhelming response to their services. 

“We have received a lot of calls complimenting the bus service,” says Kaul, adding, “This is the first phase; we plan to continue it for around three months. But with the kind of response, we are thinking of extending the services and debating whether we should start such services in another city too.”

Some of the stops on the two routes 

Route no 4 Ltd

Oshiwara

7.20 am

Andheri

7.40 am 

Bandra


8.05 am 

Bhendi Bazar

8.35 am 

Hutatma Chowk
8.55 am 

Route no 138

Cuffe Parade

6.20 am                   

Churchgate

6.40 am                   

CST


6.55 am

Women commuters are pleased with the bus service.

Sarah Rodrigues

Resident of Prabhadevi who travels to Andheri for work everyday She says, “It feels great to travel in this special bus, not only because its service is free but also because it makes one feel special.

Devyani Ogale

Resident of Oshiwara who travels to Mahim for work She says, “The bus is a great help during the monsoon. I even plan my travel timings to co-ordinate with the Zee bus timings.” 

Priyanka Tiku

Resident of Bandra who travels to Andheri for work She says, “The bus is a great relief and during rush hours, I can travel in peace. I hope they continue the services for more than three months.

Devleena Chakravarthy

Resident of Hutatma Chowk who travels to Andheri for work She says, ”I have used the bus once, but I am looking forward to using it everyday. I feel great when the bus comes along and I can get in without pushing or jostling”






