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No Criminals For Polls

By Hansel D’Souza – hansel@vsnl.com
Movement Against Criminals in Politics is a citizens initiative supported by Loksatta, AGNI and Bhrashtachar Virodhi Jan Andolan.  This campaign is being launched in time for the Maharashtra Assembly Elections to dissuade political parties from fielding candidates with a criminal background.

Jayprakash Narayan an IAS officer who left the service to pioneer the crusade for good governance and probity in public life formed Loksatta in Hyderabad.  The organization has a huge following in Andhra Pradesh and a large battalion of volunteers who have impacted the administration and forced the government to reform the system.  Jayprakash Narayan has recently been appointed to the Advisory Council to the Prime Minister.

The iconoclastic leader Anna Hazare has agreed to spearhead the movement across Maharashtra.  Many like-minded organizations have agreed to join the campaign.  The objective of the campaign is to ensure that politics, which has in recent times become the refuge for successful criminals, stays relatively clean.

The campaign begins with an official request to political parties to refrain from giving party tickets to candidates with a criminal track record.  The Election Commission has made it mandatory for all aspirants to declare the cases pending against them.  Hence, it should not be difficult to verify candidate credentials and sift the chaff from the grain.

The problem however is the close nexus between political leaders and criminals.  In the all-out effort to clinch power, “winability” becomes the key factor.  Everybody knows that the three major parameters for winning an election, in today’s context, are money, manpower and muscle.  Members of the criminal world have a surfeit of all.  No wonder political parties cosy up to them in their quest for power.

The contemporary system of electoral politics is fertile ground for such dalliances.  It is common knowledge that every political party interviews prospective candidates before doling out tickets.  While the bio-data receives cursory attention, the clincher is the ubiquitous question   “How much can you contribute to the party fund?”.  The interview is more of a closed auction where the highest bidder with a “good reference” waltzes away with the prize!

For hardcore criminals, politics is the only way to gain social acceptance and legitimize ill-gotten gains.  Besides, seated firmly in the saddle, pending cases can be easily “managed” and “disposed off suitably”!

Only direct voter action can break this diabolical relationship that wreaks havoc with governance and morality in public life.  The movement will seek to highlight this issue with voters and encourage them to boycott criminal candidates irrespective of the party they represent.  According to Mayank Gandhi of Loksatta, Mumbai, “Only when the “winability” factor becomes a serious “liability” will criminals be shown the door!”






