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Who Will You Vote For?
The St. Xaviers School Hall, Vile Parle, was full and five candidates appeared at the Meet Your Candidates organized by AGNI. Dr. Ramesh Prabhu, Independent (not on Shiv Sena ticket) made a power point presentation.  He vehemently demanded a foot-bridge over the Vile Parle railway crossing and promised to build one if elected. Mr. Vinayak Raut (Shiv Sena) did not put in an appearance, but sent a representative to speak on his behalf. Mr. Ashok Bhau Jadhav (Indian National Congress) made a forceful speech.  He claimed many ALM successes as his own.  He had to struggle to justify his opposition to the Juhu Beach Redevelopment Plan and his case filed on flimsy grounds against Shabana Azmi for supporting the plan.

Earlier, Mr. Gordon D’Souza made the AGNI manifesto presentation. This was followed by a ’local issues’ presentation by Mr. Praful Vora and a short patriotic song by some youth. 

At the Amboli event, held at the St. Blaise’s School Hall in the evening, the hall was overflowing. Interestingly, nine out of the ten candidates showed up, many late. Mr. Jaywant Parab (Shiv Sena) did not come till the event was concluded at about 8:30.   Here again the Comparative Statement of the ten candidates was circulated to all. Mr. Baldev Khosa (INC) made a long presentation.  He took many questions including the one about his Congress party wanting to ’regularize’ slums till a new cut off date of 31st December 2000.  His response, that “they had voted for him so he was being loyal to them”, failed to impress. Mr. Mohsheen Haider (Samajwadi Party) spoke of his leadership activities during his Mithibai College days, and his work as a BMP corporator. He diplomatically avoided query on the inter party politics of his party with Congress.

At the start, sixteen girls from the convent sang patriotic songs. This was followed by Mr. Gordon D’Souza making the AGNI manifesto ppt presentation and Mr. Praful Vora making the ’local issues’ ppt presentation, which he urged the candidates to pay attention to. The other candidates were rather off-focus and did not attract any questions.







