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Reject Criminals-Anna Hazare

At a press conference held at the Press Club, Mumbai, Anna Hazare kicked off his campaign against Criminalisation of Politics.  The conference was also addressed by Gerson da Cunha on behalf of AGNI and Hansel D’Souza on behalf of Lok Satta.

The press addressed many questions of great import for the upcoming assembly elections.  Would the campaign target individual criminals? Would parties be blacklisted?  Would voters be asked to vote for specific candidates?

It was clarified that the campaign was not against any individuals or specific parties.  Letters had been written to all national and regional political parties requesting them not to issue tickets to candidates with a criminal background.  Only Ramdas Athavale, President, RPI, replied in the affirmative saying that he would comply.  Sonia Gandhi, President INC, sent a vague reply saying that her party supported the disclosure of candidates criminal record.  However, he stopped short of acceding to the request.

With such a lukewarm response from parties, it was decided to launch a state-wide campaign to put pressure on the political parties. Criminal candidates offer a “winability” factor that comes from muscle, manpower and money. Political parties are easily influenced by this and tend to favour such unsavoury elements.

The voter is left with no choice but to choose from the best on offer.  Here is where party loyalties prevail.  In order to make this winability a “liability”, the campaign launched jointly by AGNI, Lok Satta and Bhrashtachar Virodhi Jan Andolan calls for a boycott and rejection of candidates with a criminal background at the polls.

Anna Hazare has addressed over 85 meetings in his whirlwind tour of Maharashtra.  This campaign will be climaxed with a public meeting to be held at Sacred Heart School, Santacruz, Mumbai which will be addressed by Anna Hazare and Jayprakash Narayan.  All are welcome to attend.

It is noteworthy that as a result of such a sustained campaign by Lok Satta in Andhra Pradesh, not a single criminal candidate has been voted to power over the last six years in that state.  Maharashtra hopes to repeat that success.  In the ultimate analysis, only the voter can ensure that criminals are kept out of politics by sending a strong message via the ballot box that criminals will be rejected by them!






