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Editorial  Pyaara Juhu Hamara  (Adolf D’Souza)

Do you love Juhu?  What do you like or don’t like about Juhu? Is it different from Lokhandwala or Bandra? Would you love to move out of Juhu if you had the opportunity? Odd thoughts and questions, but surely Juhu like all other places in Mumbai is not the same as it used to be.

Can we save and protect our heritage that is Juhu? We need to first know our heritage before we can go to preserve it. Heritage need not be some tangible building or structure that is ancient or antique. It could be our beach, our trees, gardens and open spaces, markets, our roads, hospitals and schools in Juhu, individual and group talents, and most important our rights. This heritage of Juhu makes our local culture unique and different from other localities around. And we have chosen to live here because of this local culture or charms. 

It’s the people who make this culture. We can build or break a locality. How much are you involved in its affairs? What is your contribution to the society besides making a living for yourself and your family? Or have you simply resigned to believe that what will be, will be? Does the rape and abuse of our heritage not bother you either to act or react?

Juhu market is becoming like Bhuleswar market. You may not be able to stop it, but you can regulate and control it someway that it will not be detrimental to our culture or way of life. If we can save one road, or one aspect of our heritage, we help save Juhu. You are concerned about your housemaid and her work because you pay her salary from your pocket. Also your watchman, who is paid by the society out of your contribution. What happens when you step out of your compound? Why do you forget your responsibility and ownership? Is not the BMC sweeper and other workers paid out of your taxes? Are you not their boss to get proper work done out of them? Can we afford to neglect or be careless about our heritage in which we live?

Although we have successfully come together into groups as ALMs to voice our concerns, not many are participating or even aware of the activities of their ALM.  Therefore, JCWG thought that it would we worthwhile to celebrate the JUHU HAMARA Festival. Our heritage of  bollywood stars, the rich and famous is very well know. We have heard and seen them more often outside Juhu, but are not aware of their contribution, if any, in the place where they live. This will be an opportunity to mingle with the big and small stakeholders of Juhu. To showcase and recognize the heritage, culture and talents of Juhu. Let’s come, work, and enjoy together so that our Pyaara aur Nirala Juhu, does not become Bichara someday. Jai Hind.
