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Tell someone you live in Juhu and the knee-jerk reaction is a gasp.

“Ohhhh! How lucky!”

You can bet your bottom naariyal-pani there will be no gasps for Versova, Santa Cruz, Lokhandwala, Andheri, Malad or even Bandra for that matter, not that we’re rubbing it in. Most of these suburbs have shinier stores, multi-er-cuisine restaurants, hipper bars and TDR. Ah, but they don’t have Juhu Chowpatty. 

The high reading on the western suburb gasp-o-meter is of course because Juhu is perceived as ‘the picnic place’ and how lucky can you be if you are a resident picknicker?

Extremely.

Going back in the time machine, it was just 25 years ago that taxi drivers used to actually refuse to come here after dark, saying it was too ‘sunsaan’. That too, at a time when Bollywood made the Sun ‘n Sand swimming pool famous, ISKCON was getting conscious, people were discovering the several-hundred-year old Mukteshwar temple, mass was conducted en masse at Juhu Church, Prithvi Theatre went off the beaten track, armies were drinking rum at their club, new clubs were wooing members, parents were wooing schools, there were academies for music and dance, residential buildings were coming up cheek-by-jowl with corporate holiday shacks, film stars were building bungalows with internal staircases exactly as depicted in films, a Theosophical Society, yoohoo an established Flying Club smack on the beach and where else could you get a buggy-ride or eat the best paani-puri this side of the Mahim creek? Picnic-place, picnic-place.

Today, the saga is continuing. But despite the development, despite the 5 and lesser star hotels, despite the 1AM traffic snarls, despite that you no longer get a free cola with your takeaway pizza, when you are homeward-bound and you hit Juhu, you are in another ozone zone. There are still plenty of coconut trees, ‘happy’ gentlemen stumbling out of aunties joints and even an occasional pig. Juhu is a melting pot that has seamlessly absorbed development without losing its flavour.

For that, we are extremely grateful.

However, the two things that have refused to change is the magic in the air and the Sunday crowds on the beach. Our distinctive beach has character and also characters. It’s easy to tell the difference between a die-hard local and a visiting yokel. Only a non-Juhukar would choose C. The extremely well dressed gentleman and lady are the locals, and not A. The bare-chested bloke in Bermudas is the local.   

But if the Sunday crowds come here in their finery to walk barefoot on the sand and have their carefully-coiffed hair blown awry by the gentle sea breeze, it is because it is an occasion. They are not just having an evening out, they are building a memory. They will tuck this memory carefully into the tourist bus and carry it home and talk about their trip to Juhu to their friends and family for an extremely long time. Word of mouth promotion.

For that, we are extremely grateful.

Juhu Hamara Festival

How do we thank you?

For all the above reasons as well as 39 unmentionables; to instill a sense of ownership and pride; to create a greater sense of awareness of our precious environment; to embrace our right to correct all that is wrong and fight for all that is right; to be heard; to make a tangible difference; to promote art and culture in all its forms that so intensely populates this very small area; and as part of the ongoing efforts of the Juhu Citizens Welfare Group to bring residents together for the common good, its time to celebrate the unsinkable spirit of Juhu and be thankful for what we have and make it better.

The ‘Juhu Hamara Festival’ takes forward and to another level the 3-day celebration that was held in January 2005 in conjunction with the Mumbai Festival and the first of its kind in Juhu, at the Kaifi Azmi Udyan. It was a resounding success and a little birdie in the gaothan told us everyone’s thirsting for more.

This time around, once more, the Festival will bring in the New Year just when you would think all the celebrations – Ganesh Chaturthi, Navratri, Durga Pooja, Dassera, Diwali, Id, Chhat Puja (that’s a new one for me), Guru Nanak Jayanti, Christmas, New Year’s - were done with and party-time was over and you had to go back to work, seriously. By now you should realize that in picnic-land, the sun never sets. 

Unlike the earlier Festival, Juhu Hamara, scheduled for January 2006, will go beyond the gastronomical experience. For some time now, and even as you are reading this, groups of people and specially formed committees are secretly meeting behind closed doors and thrashing out the logistics and organizing putting this huge event together for you. To give you a sneak peek, and for the sheer vicarious pleasure of teasing you, here are some of the highlights:

· Theatre Festival at Prithvi Theatre

· Film Festival at Jagruti


· Food Festival


· Indipop Nite


· Kids Contests at Kaifi Azmi Udyan


· Athletic Meet


· Seminars on Juhu Development


· Poetry and Book Readings at Crossword


· Theatre Workshops for kids at Prithvi Theatre


· Street Theatre


· Tele-games between area teams

Wait, there’s more. While we urge you to attend as many of these as you can, and have a wonderful time doing so, we are also asking for your help to make the Festival a success. You would agree this is a huge effort and we could do with several hundred extra hands. So, yeh haath hamey dey doh.

Become a participant

Now how much fun can that be for adults as well as children? Even more, if you win a prize!

Become a volunteer

We need loads of these. If you have any special skills related to the events mentioned, or are good at managing or overseeing or handling crowds, or just about anything, we need you. Please help. 

Become a service provider

Lets meet and talk. We can work something out that will be mutually beneficial.

Become a sponsor

Several days of festivities, multiple events, eager crowds and spending power. Here is a unique opportunity for you to beam your message, be seen and heard. The audience is captive, can you afford not to be there? Do contact us for rates.

By being part of the Juhu Hamara Festival, in any way that you can, by giving us your ideas, time and effort and oh yes, the money of course, you will be demonstrating your solidarity with the spirit of Juhu and for that, we will be extremely grateful.
