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A Bright, Peaceful Diwali

By Gordon d’Souza – gordon1@vsnl.net
Festivals and celebrations have become synonymous with firecrackers. While it brings joy to some it is a menace to others.  The sound shatters the eardrums and wreaks havoc on man, beast and environment. Youngsters revel at newer and louder versions of the bomb, oblivious of the ill effects on others. 

This high-decibel assault frightens birds and makes them fly helter-skelter.  Animals pace nervously, terrified by the deafening sounds.   Babies bawl when they are subjected to these auditory attacks. Senior citizens get palpitations. Asthmatic lungs heave high and low for better quality air as the new chemical components in the atmosphere cause them damage. Blood pressure of the weak-hearted shoots up.  

Firecrackers bring moments of fun for a few but they bring endless misery for many. The sale and use of firecrackers encourages child labour.  More children are exposed to the dangers of working in the hazardous firework factories at Sivakasi. 

Silence zones have been declared at a distance of one hundred meters around schools, hospitals, religious places and courts by the Bombay High Court. But this does not apply to bursting of firecrackers. This is highly unjust.   It is time the government wakes up and issues a ban on the sale and bursting of noisy fireworks as it is done in some cities like Kolkatta.







