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Child Labour In Mumbai

By G R Vora – frcf_b22@rediffmail.com
Driving through Mumbai, one finds thousands of children being made to beg or sell newspapers, drinking water bottles, flowers, food-stuffs, car-cleaning cloth and brushes to motorists. This is a blatant use of child labour. Children are used as they come cheap and are undemanding. Doesn’t this violate the rules of the ”Child Labour Prohibition and Regulation Act 1986”?

Besides being a traffic hazard, women go begging at the signals with a child arms to arouse sympathy and seek some loose change. This encourages poor couples to “rent” their infants for begging.  This also encourages child traffickers, as reported in the press some time ago. Children are kidnapped and maimed solely for the purpose of making them beg.

The brisk business that these urchins do is an incentive for more and more kids to drop out of school.  Thus, our support to these urchins and lack of penal action against them contributes to their swelling numbers. This creates more and more hawkers on our streets. 

On the one hand we find the Municipal Corporation floundering on the issue of removal of unauthorised slums which have come up after 1995 and on the other this business of begging and hawking by urchins encourages formation of more and more slums and hawkers on the side of roads, highways and major junctions.

So keeping in view the violation of the basic tenets of the Child Labour Act and the chain of detrimental effects, we must urge the Labour Commissioner and other concerned authorities like the BMC and the Police to take strict penal action against those who employ street-kids to hawk at traffic junctions so that this social evil of child labour and it’s consequences are curbed.






