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Business of Development
Now that the elections are over, its time for the business of development, not necessarily growth and improvement. Many projects that were envisaged earlier will either be undertaken or abandoned depending on which politican has won the election in the area.

Whether a development project is proposed or opposed by the people, the politicians will end up making their buck anyway, ’Vyapari raja, praja bhikari’. Mumbai may be one of the most unplanned cities in the world town or city planning has long gone to the winds, builders rule the roost, with architects as wheeler-dealers. 

Do we need BMC to spend 10 crores for Mckinsey Report to find out what we already know? More than half of our problems will be over just by having the encroachments off our pavements. How can we have a grand Mumbai Vision when we have no basic plans to manage the influx and encroachments of yesterday, today and of tomorrow? Recent past experiences have seen development of encroachers under fly-overs, do we have a guarantee (from the same police, BMC and politicians) that this will not be repeated? Else we may end up with Shanghai Bridge over Dharavi! 

There is opportunity where there is chaos. Public seek solutions when there is a problem. For example, a problem like encroachment means relocation, SRA scheme, TDR/setbacks and kickbacks. While the trend is to use the NGOs as fronts for developmental works by vested interests; public service agencies are making citizens group more and more dependent on politicians’ funding for every public work. Where has the tax-payers funds gone you may wonder. 

We need not despair, with festive seasons around and of course the active citizenry in Juhu, light has to triumph over darkness.  JCWG has embarked on a grand project of bringing in ’Swaraj’ or self-governance, details of which are on the cover page. You have a right to know, a right to participate, and a right to proper service. Its time to assert for our rights. Jai Hind.

-Adolf D’Souza






