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Mahadhikar a citizen’s initiative

Use of the Right to Information law is rapidly growing amongst citizens all over Maharashtra. Monitoring council at Mantralaya is already formed and similar councils are expected to be formed at divisional levels, so as to ensure smooth functioning of the Maharashtra Right to Information Act (MRTI), 2002.
At the same time, some of us involved in promotion and effective use of MRTI felt that we need a citizen-oriented platform that will interact with the government in getting hurdles and problems removed, propagate MRTI amongst citizens desirous of its responsible use and take at least some of the matter, dug-up thru use of MRTI, to their logical conclusion.
The new informal group called “Mahadhikar', with a Coordinator and a Joint-Coordinator, will not have any rigid structure. We intend building it as a movement independent of any existing group and in fact inviting in its fold activists from all groups. Initially, it will be active only on the RTI front and later on proposes to take in its fold, Consumer Protection (Consumer Protection Act 1986). We envisage Mahadhikar to be a group of responsible citizens, firmly believing in the rule of law and matured interaction with the administration; yet it would like to be generally a friend of the administration and not an adjunct.
We intend having members from throughout Maharashtra, though initially, we may have to confine ourselves to Mumbai-Pune belt.
An interactive e-group: mahadhikar@yahoogroups.com provides on-line help/guidance for proper and effective use of MRTI.  Mahadhikar also conducts Workshop-cum-Clinic to empower citizens. Those wanting to conduct such workshops in your area free- of- cost may contact the Coordinator Mr. Kewal Semlani on 3425 0001. 
Office: 62 Jolly Maker Chambers 2, Post Box 11688, Nariman Point, Mumbai-400 021.
