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Some startled mothers
The other day, I was talking about this with some young mothers, who were startled and disgusted. How sleazy and unhygienic exclaimed one, while the other said troubled, “If the conductors and drivers of these buses are involved, is my daughter safe? And what of the owners of the buses? And the school authorities? And what is the police doing about all this?”  Good questions. The Juhu Citizens Welfare Group got into the act when we noticed that a large chunk of a main road was taken over by a line of parked buses. This road is a 2-way carriageway and often has lines of auto-rickshaws waiting to fill CNG. Add the cinema traffic, and the occasional wedding in the grounds nearby, and there is instant chaos. We tried to get the buses off that road, and then discovered the sleaze connection. The school authorities are aware and helpless; the police are aware and unhelpful.
Talking of the police

It appears that some police stations in Mumbai have taken note of the huge obscene hoardings for men's underwear, and have pulled them down, even though no formal complaints were received by them. Great, so what about prostitution on their doorsteps?

I'm pretty sure that were we to complain or try to complain, we would be asked for proof, and various procedural speed bumps would be set in place.
Then what next?

How about you, concerned parents? Would you like to get in on the act? Investigate? Complain? Query the school authorities? Get the buses parked elsewhere?

Is this activity a breach of law and order? Or should we stick to the traffic problem and get off the moral high ground? We are aware that there are many high- class brothels operating in the area. By focusing on these buses are we being elitist? Depriving the basti dwellers and the working class of their relaxation?
The Juhu Citizens Welfare Group would like to hear from you.

