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IChanging the Cityscape





Royal Death Trap
The Royal Hotel area, once a pristine locality with swaying coconut palms and cool sea breeze is now a nightmare! Gone are the cottages and open roads on which you could leisurely stroll along. In its place, we now have a filthy and foul smelling and an awful free-for-all market place.
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Royal Indeed! K.K Ganguly Marg at Royal Hotel where you

will find all the ills of living in Mumbai.

With development, came the buildings, still it was good. However, since of late the royal square at K.K. Gunguly Marg is not royal anymore. A whole lot of illegal stalls dealing in vegetables, fruits, fish, poultry, also fast foods and tea-stalls  are prepared and served, not to mention the washing of utensils -  right on the busy public road.  Also a Chinese food stall that operates in the night belching smoke - causing eye irritation and breathing problems to nearby residents .To top it off, the big garbage bin has the filth spread all around its vicinity, giving off a disgusting stench and resulting in a health hazard.
To add to this chaos, a new business of construction materials has started with its piles of bricks, cement bags, sand & stones occupying valuable space meant for the pedestrians. The troubles keep multiplying with the addition of some tribals, who left their villages and have squatted in this area, making a mess of the place and a nuisance of themselves with brawls, screaming abuses, drunkeness, gambling, etc. Vehicles and auto-rickshaws have also joined the band-wagon with auto-repair shops operating on the road. The parking of these vehicles has created a battleground and a veritable death-trap.
The first victim of this mayhem was a dear active senior citizen, Mrs. Anna Jackin D'Souza, who on the 6th April 2004 while having a cup of tea at one of the stalls on the road, was knocked down by a reversing auto-rickshaw. Inspite of many people around, not a single person helped her, as she lay unconscious for half an hour. After hearing the news, her daughter-in-law rushed her to Holy Family Hospital. Although the operation to remove the blood clot in the brain was successful, she succumbed to her injuries on 12th April. A precious life was lost due to callousness and negligence of the authorities.
For ordinary residents, it is very difficult to walk here, and as for children and senior citizens it is becoming increasingly impossible! As a resident of this area and on behalf of all other residents in the area I plead with the traffic police, municipality, the politicians and other concerned authorities to rescue Royal Hotel from the menace that has gripped the area. We entreat you all not to wait for another victim, but to firmly clear this place once and for all from the clutches of the death-trap!

