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Exercising Your Rights
There is a lot of hue and cry about the missing names from the latest electoral rolls thereby depriving eligible voters of their fundamental right to vote. In a democracy, the majority tends to lose their power whenever the citizens as individual fail to use/exrercise, stand up, assert or even fight for their rights. We take for granted most of our rules, regulations and laws that have now become our rights after long deliberations and struggles by the people of our generation from Mahatma Gandhi to Anna Hazare.
Just when we thought that Mr. R.K. Bhargava was doing a reasonably good job as a Chief Election Officer of Maharashtra, the electoral rolls are found to be bungled up. Enrolling as voters have had never been easy or citizen- friendly because elections are the beginning and end causes of all evils in our country. It suits all political parties to leave it in a precarious state to manipulate their vote bank.
However those who lost their voting right this election are left with blaming themselves for the same- for there will neither be a repoll nor will they be allowed to vote separately again. So let us be prudent enough to visit the election office once again to reclaim our voting rights as citizens. It is better to respect this right while we have it, before it can go the Bihar way. Those wishing to enroll, details are provided in this newsletter. It is suggested you take a print-out of the electoral roll part for your society, usually 1 or 2 pages, and put it up on your society notice board to know whose names are enlisted and those who need to enroll in the lasted rolls.
As doubts are being cast on the Electronic Voting Machines (EVM), talks are on for multi-purpose high tech citizens ID card. We need to know the fact that almost all registrations are depend on one vital document as a proof  be it for making a passport, driving license, PAN card, etc. it's the humble ration card which can be procured for a price! Finger-print smart ID cards may be viable because they do not change even when one changes his or residence.

Nevertheless, it is heartening to know about the marked improvement in the voter turnout in Mumbai, this can better only if more youth come out to vote next time for the Assembly elections in the end of September.  While some of us volunteered to list about 90 names of those who were not allowed to vote despite a voter ID cards on Election Day at the Gandhi Gram Municipal School polling station we were surprised and inspired to see a grand 90-year-old lady Mrs. Luthria, who came out to caste her precious vote. Here was someone who is still hopeful of the future surely not for herself, but for the future of the youth without whom there will be no tomorrow.
Rights tend to get eroded when not in use. If we don't take responsibility or stand for our rights as citizens today, we will find someone tomorrow sitting over them. Just as there is a need of supervising or keeping checks on the workers in our homes or offices to get proper work done, so also in our democracy we collectively need to uphold all rights en-trusted to us.
While we await the elections results, let us remember that a properly functioning citizens group can make almost irrelevant who gets elected.

Jai Hind.
- Adolf D'Souza

