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IChanging the Cityscape





Revdandkar Marg gets a facelift!

By Dr. Sujit Bopardikar
bopardikardental@yahoo.co.

It is not wrong to build castles in the air. The only thing to do is build a foundation under it!

The residents of Revdandkar Marg were used to having a market in their lane.
They were habituated to dodging not only filth, but cars and autos on the road. They were used to seeing fights on the road due to regular traffic problems. Every couple of days there were accidents involving senior citizens. It was a way of life for us since over a decade.
All this changed when we saw the transformation of the lane adjacent to us [Hirabhau Gawde Marg].  A few of us started to dream of a beautiful lane, building castles in the air, as some residents would say.
The first step was to find out how to build the foundation. We got in touch with Mr. Adolf D'Souza who told us about the concept of ALM. To make our task simple we had the help of Mr. Hansel D'Souza of the Juhu Citizens Welfare Group, who guided us through the project, we are ever grateful to him.
The ALM was formed in April last year with a handful of dreamers who were motivated to do the impossible.
The next step after the registration of the ALM was to fulfill the Municipal Corporation requirement of Segregation of Garbage.
It took the ALM a couple of months and loads of convincing to have people segregate their garbage. Today more than 80-85% of the garbage is segregated.
The next important task was to get the BMC to look into our problems of

1. Hawkers on the road

2. Poor road conditions

3. No proper lighting on the road

4. Debris and garbage dumping
We were helped by the Assistant Engineer (Roads), Mr. S. Dhond at the K West Ward. No words of praise are enough for Mr. Dhond.  A very sincere officer, diligent in his duties and humble to the core.  On his initiative, an underground storm water drain on one side of the road was installed to prevent water collection in the monsoons.
Mr. Ashokbhau Jadhav, our local corporator very kindly consented to fund this project and we are grateful to him.
We were now beginning to feel that we could achieve our dream after all.  Our ALM was granted permission to beautify the Revdandkar Marg. The next step was to plan the maintenance of the road. More and more people were now coming forward to be active and our strength was rising. We decided to collect Re.1/- per day from each flat for maintenance. This move was received very positively by most housing societies of Revdandkar Marg.
In the meantime the tar matting of the road began amidst great fanfare. With the cooperation of the BSES, Mr. Dhond and Mr. G P Rathod, our dynamic Assistant Municipal Commissioner of the K-West Ward. Two extra light poles were installed in the lane.  However the toughest issue of evicting the hawkers on the road still haunted us.
The BMC planned their action to evict the hawkers. At this moment we would like to mention that Mr. Rathod (AMC K West Ward) supervised the eviction himself and stood on the Revdandkar Marg to see that the action was effective. Our sincere thanks to him, for such a generous action.
We were equally helped by the police and we would be failing in our duty if we did not mention ACP Martin Miranda and Senior Inspector Patil of Santacruz Police Station who helped us with the security concerns.
The most important contributions are from the residents. Their show of strength when it mattered the most was very satisfying. At any given point in the project we had at least a group of 50-100 people on the road enthusiastically working for a common cause. At this point of time one cannot help thinking what can be achieved if we are united and strive towards a common goal. 'United Juhu ALM 'sums up the gist of the project UNITY.
We have managed to successfully complete our project on all counts. Our road is now clean, well-made, well lit, decorated with flower beds on both sides and manned with security personnel for 24 hours.
I cannot help but mention a quote that Mr. Dhond uses- “Our society is like a car which runs on 4 tyres: - 1) The Residents 2) The BMC 3) The Police 4) The Government and Corporators and if we work together, we can make miracles happen.
Congratulations to each resident of Revdandkar Marg for a great project!

