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Sone ki Chidia 
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1By Adolf D’Souza
Shortage of electric power, scarcity of drinking water, problem of housing the poor, paucity and lack of all kinds in a land that was once known as Sone ki Chidia. The one reason or excuse given for such abstract poverty is over population. While we all know the real cause is corruption and resource mismanagement, wherein there is enough of everything for all our needs, but not our greed.
More and more public services like health and education are being taken over by private enterprises, whose only motive is profits. For example, BMC supplies 3000 million liters of water to Mumbai everyday, yet there is not enough for everyone. This is a clear operational failure, is privatization of water the answer then?

State provides schools, hospitals and ration to the needy - who do not feel the need for it because they are not up to their standard. Why should our Municipal schools and hospitals provide sub-standard services to the poor? Are they not paid for by public money? See the state of affairs at our Cooper Municipal Hospital, basic cleanliness is missing; forget about medical services, which even your domestic maid is afraid to avail of. That's why it is said “Cooper se oopper”.  The natural consequence is public outburst we see nowadays. The so called charitable trust-run Arogya Nidhi Hospital which once was affordable for middle class, is now operating like any other private hospitals with exorbitant charges. This hospital has recently added a high class privately run CT scanning department on its premises that offers no concessions to the poor. Profit is not the only motto of any public/government enterprise, service is.

Which other country in the world has natural resources as much as ours? Our real assets/resources are the people coming from a rich cultural background.  Yet, our government wants to be dependent by remaining a developing nation for a few handouts and concessions from developed nations. While we have all the wealth within our country for development, if humanly tapped. Our tax regime is so dreadfully complicated that no single tax-consultant knows all about the numerous taxes prevailing. Isn't a simple one-tax-system the answer then?  

Looking at the past, will the corrupt politicians who make our government let us make much progress- over whom public have no control? If we have to truly grow as a nation, it's not only the economic growth that will matter, what about moral corruption? There will be no right, unless you fight for it and there will be no laws, unless you keep them. It takes a rare Indian or Bharatiya like Swami Ramdev to remind us about our great nation and how to live as a true Indian. There is much to learn from this great Swamiji if India has to be self-reliant.






