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Trunk Call For Elephants

By Anand Desai a_y_desai@hotmail.com
No festival is complete and no puja commenced without worshiping our own Ganpati Bappa. Yet, one of the most majestic animals of our age, has become a  beggar at the hands of humankind. Yes, I am talking about the tusker, a common sight outside the ISKCON temple, with a mahout poking an ankush behind his sensitive ears to keep him moving in the confusing and alien traffic of cars, his ears assaulted by the cacophony of horns and urban noises, his tender feet made to walk on the scorching-hot, pothole-ridden roads. When not working, elephants are chained by their legs; they suffer from skin ailments, eye infections, cataracts and diseases of the feet. Elephants need 150 litres of water daily, a need which mahouts ignore. 

In Mumbai, elephant owners rent them out for joy rides, weddings, functions, political rallies and even ads! According to Union Environment and Forest Minister Mr TR Balu, 7 percent of the 3,500 captive elephants in India are used for begging. Last year, a BEST bus hit a full-grown female elephant who was walking on the busy street near Shopper’s Stop, Andheri. Last Diwali, a baby pachyderm frightened by a firecracker, ran amok in Mahim when his mahout abandoned him.

Consider this: Elephants have the largest brains of any mammals on the face of the Earth. They are creative, altruistic and kind. They live for more than 70 years in their homelands, but their average life in captivity is reduced to 14 years.  Elephants are highly social beings who enjoy extended family relationships; aunts baby-sit, mothers teach juniors life skills, such as how to use different kinds of leaves and mud to ward off sunburn and insect bites; babies play together under watchful eyes; their courtships are gentle and complex and elephant relatives mourn their dead. They draw pictures in the dirt with twigs and rocks. In captivity, elephants are deprived of all such experiences. 

What You Can Do

Never patronize an elephant ride. If you see anyone sitting on an elephant as a joy ride, talk him or her out of it. 

Worship idols instead! The elephant is a symbol of our Lord Ganesha  let us respect him by refusing to pay alms to the mahout and discouraging practices like begging.  If you see an elephant being made to beg, report this fact to the Wildlife Department immediately. Call the wildlife office at 2542 1372 or the BSPCA at 2413 5285.







