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Soochna Wali Bai

This is none other than Aruna Roy, who won in 2000, the Ramon Magsaysay award for her tireless campaign to the Right to Information in Rajasthan.

Aruna Roy was born in Chennai, and was an IAS officer until 1974. She resigned from the IAS to join the Social Work and Research Center in Tilonia, Rajasthan, together with her husband Sanjit ’Bunker’ Roy. She worked at the SWRC until 1983, then moved to Devdoondri in 1990 and set up the Mazdoor Kisan Shakti Sangathana

On many occasions agitational programmes were set in train. For instance the MKSS laid siege to the warehouses of the Food Corporation of India (FCI), where the burgeoning stocks of food with the Central government were beginning to waste away while all over the drought hit state, the poor starved. In 2000, when she was awarded the Ramon Magsaysay award for Community Leadership and International Understanding. Aruna Roy requested that the award be given to the Mazdoor Kisan Shakti Sangathana, but was informed that it was only given to individuals. She has put the award money into a trust to support the process of democratic struggles.







