[image: image1.jpg]“Juhu [itizen

IChanging the Cityscape





RTI Is Global Issue

Courtesy: Kavita Chowdhury


Expressline

Staggering levels of corruption, laws that are broken more than followed and a bureaucracy that prides itself on secrecy.  India could take a leaf out of Mexico’s book when it comes to implementing the Right to Information Act. Several Commonwealth countries have been sharing their experiences with the Right/Access to Information Act, at a workshop organised by the Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative (CHRI) in the Capital. 

While the RTI Bill has been passed here and is awaiting the President’s assent, discussions like these are afoot on how to make the RTI Act 2005 operational.

Juan Pablo Guerrero, the information commissioner, Mexico said, ’’The Mexican Transparency law has acted as a deterrent to corruption. Every public official now knows that he can be questioned at any point of time on everything he does.’’ 

Ayliar Livingstone, director of the ATI unit, Jamaica, said the unit is swamped with calls from public groups for training courses in ATI. ’’But there can be no success without the public knowing their right and seeking information.’’ 

The director of the ATI unit in South Africa, Mothusi Lepheana, said, ’’We were surprised to see the police department getting and processing the largest number of requests and applications.’’ Of the 14,000 requests they received, they released information to 11,000. 

Of the participating countries, only Mexico, like India, has a provision of penalties for delays in providing information and is of the view that ’’without fear of any penalties, the law has no teeth’’.







