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Lifts are not Toys

By Nina Kedar : nkedar@hotmail.com
My last article was about lifts and tongue-in-cheek. But just this past one week, the last thing I want to do when I think of lifts, is laugh. 

Recently, there was a report on how an employee of Oberoi Hotels got accidentally and fatally crushed after rescuing his colleagues from a hotel lift. It was sad and unfortunate. According to this article, the number of ’elevator deaths’ in Mumbai seems to be growing. Strange as it sounded, it also seemed distant at that time  and a bit unreal. 

After all, lifts were something we practically played with since we were kids. Run in and out of them, slam the doors on someone, keep ringing the bell  and then run away. Open the grill gates manually while the lift was traveling and make it stop. Make it stop in-between floors and then jump down. It was particularly fun during the summer vacations, when we were bored and there was nothing to do in the afternoons. I see children doing some of these things even now.

But as they say, its all fun and games until someone puts an eye out.

A few days ago, an 8-year girl got into a lift. No one knows exactly what happened but some minutes later, she came back home  without an arm. It had got caught in the grill gates and when the lift started traveling, it got amputated from above the elbow and fell on the lift floor. She was rushed to hospital, along with her arm, which was packed in ice. I saw her.

The initial surgery was successful and the arm has been joined back. She struggled through several surgeries after that, and there will still be many more of them, for many years. No doctor, at this point of time, can predict how many of them will be successful. There will also be the psychological trauma, both for her and her parents. It will not be easy. 

If this incident sounds gruesome, that’s exactly my point.

I request you to take lifts seriously and not for granted. I myself have often stuck my hand in through the outer gate to shut the inner gate. The thought now sends shivers down my spine. As human beings, we may feel we have super powers but we are actually quite fragile.

I implore you to tell your kids to be careful while traveling in lifts, particularly if there is no liftman in attendance. Tragedy does not sound any warning bells before it strikes. 

And I ask for your payers that will help to heal the little girl who got caught in a lift.







