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Residents, Hawkers Defend Turf
By Hansel D’Souza hansel@vsnl.com
The aggressive response to press announcements of the new proposed hawking zones in Juhu, compelled the three-member committee to invite citizens for a hearing.  All the concerned hawker and citizen groups were invited to present their objections to the committee headed by retired judge Shri H S Ghare on May 16 and May 18, 2005 at the K-West Ward Office.

The hawkers were represented by the Maharashtra Street Vendors Welfare Association, Mumbai Hawkers Union, Bombay Hawkers Association, AITUC Hawkers Union.  The citizenry was represented by Juhu Citizens Welfare Group and member ALMs Juhu Residents Association, Ganguly Marg ALM, Juhu Ekta ALM, Association of 13th Road Concerned Citizens and JVPD CHS Association.

Citizen leaders of the various ALMs raised technical objections and successfully showed the committee how some of the proposed hawking zones contravened the guidelines set down by the Supreme Court in its recent order.  The hawkers unions on their part defended their constituents’ interests.

Jayul Patel of JRA, said “Shri Khare confirmed that our lane Hirabhau Gawde Marg will not be made into a hawking zone”.    He also informed JC that Shri Bhosale Sr. Engr. Encroachments had later confirmed to him that Hirabhau Gawde Marg (Juhu Azad Road) would not be made a hawking zone.  This should come as a great relief to anxious residents who have spent sleepless nights imagining the chaos a hawking zone would create.

Praful Vora of Juhu Ekta ALM opposed tooth and nail the proposal to make Juhu Versova Link Road into a hawking zone.  This was one among the 10 proposals taken up for discussion.

A proposal to convert Lallubhai Shamaldas / Lallubhai Park Road into hawking zones was considered. There was confusion about the two and AMC Kale showed maps to explain the two issues. There was no opposition since no one was present from that area.  So a request by hawkers to locate upto one hundred hawkers there was placed on record.

In the matter of Gulmohur Road (NS Road 1, JVPD), hawkers claimed that there was no grocery market within two kilometers for common citizens.  Zahida Banatwala named four markets in the vicinity: Irla Rd, Juhu Market, Ramkrishna Rd Market, Juhu Lane Market, and said one could not have a market on a main road. 

A proposal to have some area in Juhu Lane as hawking zone was also admitted. There was no representation from the citizens side despite the continuous traffic jam on that road.  Similarly, a proposal to allow hawking under the Andheri Flyover was admitted. No objections were received and this was taken on record.


Praful Vora put forward two suggestions on behalf of the citizens.  The first was to consider parks and open areas in Juhu for hawking between 7 and 10 pm to benefit both citizens and hawkers.  The second suggestion was that housing complexes be encouraged to allow licensed hawkers / pheriwallas to sit for a couple of hours in the compounds of housing complexes so that members avail of the facility and roads and footpaths are left free from obstruction.

This worthy effort to keep residential areas off the hawking plan will definitely be appreciated by the average Juhu citizen.  While hawking is a socio-economic phenomenon peculiar to our city ethos, pedestrians, motorists and school-going kids all need the limited pavements and narrow roads as much as hawkers do!







