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Registration of Voters
A Comprehensive campaign for registration of voters is planned by the State Chief Election Office from June 15th to July 10th 2004. On four days namely 26th and 27th June and 3rd and 4th July 2004 (Saturdays and Sundays) the Election officers will be seated at designated centres i.e. polling stations (Santacruz West Municipal School, behind Akbarallys , Tel: 26000334) to allow public to check the  Rolls and to receive applications for inclusions and deletions and corrections of  the Electoral Roll.
At a recent meeting with AGNI representatives and the Elections officers it was decided that they would give wide publicity to this exercise.

1. Announcements will be made on Railway stations. 

2. Message relayed on telephone lines like the pulse polio campaign. 

3. Publicity will be done through banners, hoardings, print media, FM Radio etc. 

4.  Comparison of old and the new Electoral Roll will be made and a list of missing names will be prepared and passed on to Societies for enlisting the names in the new list. This list will also be provided to the NGOs for further action. 

5. Because of changes in EP numbers it is difficult to find names in the Electoral Roll. An alphabetical list will be made Assembly constituency wise for easy detection of the names in the Electoral Roll. 

6. The newly registered names will not appear in the main roll immediately but it will appear in a supplement to the Electoral Roll. 

7. Most Candidates did not distribute voting cards to cut down on Election expenses. In future these voting cards may be removed from purview of election expenses so that candidates distribute such cards which contain EP numbers of the citizens. 

8. It has been made possible to check if ones name is on the Electoral Roll through the internet on the Election Commissions Website: http://ceo.maharashtra.gov.in. A workshop with AGNI coordinators/Associate organisations and ERO’s has been planned in early June.
I am not sure of how much of the above mentioned propaganda will take place because the government moves very slowly in these things but citizens have to play a proactive roll in this campaign.

 

Electoral Rolls are prepared afresh every five years through an extensive enumeration process. The last enumeration took place in November 2001. The New Rolls were used for the Parliament Elections. Hence many names were found missing. The 1995 rolls were used for the Municipal Councilor Elections in Feb.2002. The Election ID Card does not ensure a citizen the right to vote but the ID card is to be used only for personal identification purpose. The Electoral Part (EP) number of the person changes with every new Electoral Roll that is formed.  Having the name on the latest Electoral Roll is a prerequisite for voting.

 

Schedule for Summary Revision of Electoral Rolls 
 

	1.
	Draft Publication of rolls at all designated locations 
	15th June 2004 Tuesday

	2.
	Reading the relevant part of Electoral Roll in Gram Sabha / Urban Local Bodies and Resident’s Welfare Associations Meetings and filing claims and objections
	Between 15th June 2004 (Tuesday) & 

10th July 2004 (Saturday)

	3.
	Special Campaign dates for receiving claims and objections at all designated locations (Polling Stations)
	26th June 2004 (Saturday) & 27th June 2004 (Sunday)  3rd July 2004 (Saturday) & 04th July 2004 (Sunday)

	4.
	Disposal of claims and objections and preparation and printing of supplements of additions, deletions and corrections by
	11th July 2004 (Sunday) to 4th August 2004

	5. 
	Final Publication of rolls on 
	11th August 2004


