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Did You Win This Election?

The unpredictable Lok Sabha elections are over with all poll forecasts and analysis going haywire. The psephologists, party analysts, the astrologers and even the public went off their expected mark. Has poll forecasting gone the weather bureau way – where one can be sure of the forecast going wrong, while being fairly sure of the opposite forecast coming true?

Here is another not-so-serious theory that most seem to have overlooked – that of the EVMs (Electronic Voter Machines). The theory or story goes like this: Years back when the EVMs were first mooted in India, there were fears that they could be rigged by the subtle in-built program allowing a certain party to win if brought in use, so with much deliberation it got stalled untill now. Any takers for this theory?

So then, what went wrong or right?  No one seems to know but all have enough reasons and excuses to keep us guessing till the next elections. The real questions or analysis for us is what's in for us as residents of Mumbai? Will the slums grow or improve? Will there be more hawkers on our roads? Will we be left with any open spaces? Will unplanned and indiscriminate development be allowed in the suburbs? Will the Mumbai Citizens Charter be adhered to? 

There are no good or bad parties; they all are the same. There can be good politicians, but politicians are known to go not where their heart or law is, but where the vote bank is. So it won’t be a surprise if the percentage of slum dwellers increase in our constituency and soon our vote will not be of much consequence if we do not exercise our franchise in large numbers. People need to be responsible enough to see that they are enlisted in the Electoral Rolls before the next round of elections. Many of us were lucky enough to have voted for one or the other party. But its funny to see the public getting worked up with the results. If we as citizens would show such a sense of devotion to our nation instead of a party then our neighbourhood would be shinning. 

Talking about politicians, what if Laloo Yadav had become a Home Minister? The law and order throughout our country would have become like that in Bihar! However as a Railway minister he has made a prudent eco-friendly move, that of enforcing the use of ‘kulad’ or earthen cups for tea. This will generate employment for kumbhars and do away with the menace of plastic cups strewn all over the railway lines. 

Plastic was a material developed in order to improve the quality of human lives. Instead, it has taken over our lives and is beginning to choke the life out of our planet through pollution. With its non bio-degradable qualities, it seems like a problem here to stay for generations. Recently during the Juhu beach clean-up drive we could see how plastics have become a bane in our society. Actually it's not the use of plastic that concerns most, but the indiscriminate litter of plastics mostly in the form of bags. Plastic bags by itself don’t litter, it’s we who do it. To combat the menace of plastics, environmentalists have adopted the four R’s :– Reject plastic wherever possible (remember Say NO To Plastic Bags), Reduce (use cloth or used-paper bags), Reuse the plastic bag instead of collecting another every time you shop, and Recycle your dry garbage, segregated garbage when disposed  properly, is recycled into a useful product, instead of becoming  a worthless litter that only destructs nature.
To save our earth we need to have ‘shramdhan’ at Juhu beach. Once every month, every person who comes for a walk on the beach should pick up say 5 plastic bags or garbage articles and dispose them off in a container that can be provided. Will you join us in this endeavour? Jai Hind
- Adolf D’Souza
