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No Drains For Juhuites by Ashton Fernandes
ashreb@mtnl.net.in
Several housing societies & houses on the east side of Juhu Tara road from Juhu Koliwada to Juhu Centaur are completely left out of the sewage system provided by the Mumbai municipal corporation, as these houses & societies are 4 to 5 feet lower than the Juhu Tara road. They have to fend for themselves & build their own septic tank systems for disposal of sewage & maintain the same at their own cost, as they are not connected to the main sewage line.

No Storm Water Drain

There is no provision for drainage of storm / rain water for any of the buildings lying on the east side of Juhu Tara road. Till date all the rainwater would naturally drain into the Juhu airport it being at the lowest level. Now the airport authorities have built their boundary wall, this in turn has obstructed the natural flow of water & hence cause severe flooding in the area.

Earlier some of the societies affected by flooding approached the aerodrome officer (Juhu airport) he refused to discuss the matters & told them to approach the municipal corporation regarding the same. The aerodrome officer how ever did inform them that' some storm water drain (nalla) do exist on Juhu airport land. (a) From the Bombay Flying Club gate & towards Juhu beach, (b) From Old Royal Hotel & towards Koliwada.  These are supposed to be maintained by the M.M.C. how ever it is difficult to imagine it is ever maintained or even functional as the Juhu airport is always water logged during the monsoons some times for days together.

Mosquito menace

Juhu is heavily infested by mosquitoes through out the year. This is due to large areas of stagnant water & wild vegetation. This can be observed on Juhu airport. Not many years ago fogging was done in every society at regular intervals. This is not done anymore. Except for a footman who visits societies (only if tipped) & sprinkles some phenol or whatever or he simply does not perform.

Solution and Corrective action required to be taken:

Sewage Line: Plenty of open space is available at the lowest level i.e. the total western peripheries of Juhu airport, open and unused Government land can be easily converted for the said purpose'

Storm water drain: As the existing storm water drains (nallas) on the western peripheries of Juhu airport already exist, some modification and inter correction may be possible so that all the water naturally flowing down the slope on the east side of the Juhu Tara Road can be canalized into the nallas.

Regular Mosquito fogging, once every month area wise and fumigation of drains should be exercised to take care of the problem. During the monsoons, aerial spraying over the entire airport will go a long way to eradicate these pests.
Committee of Concerned Citizens

All housing societies and residences lying between Juhu-Tara Road and the Juhu Aerodrome are invited to join the struggle for a drainage system.

Chairmen, Secretaries and interested

residents please contact

Jayul Patel on 9820185888







