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Corporators for Mayor as city's boss

Corporators of various parties have supported a private proposal to give the mayor full power to run the city. 

Mayor Datta Dalvi and over 70 corporators from the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), the Shiv Sena, and the Congress met this week at the Nehru Centre to discuss and endorse the proposal made by Loksatta, a voluntary organisation focusing on electoral reform. Dalvi had ordered all his corporators to attend the meeting, organised by Loksatta. While the corporators agreed on giving full power to the mayor, there was no consensus on whether the mayor should be elected by the people or be appointed by the parties winning the election. 

Those supporting the system say that since the municipal commissioner, who has real power in the BMC, is a state appointee, the person is not directly accountable to the voters of Mumbai, but only to Mantralaya. 

Critics, however, point out that Mumbai has experimented with a mayoral council before. In 1998-99, the Shiv Sena, which was, and still is, in power in the BMC, gave mayor Nandu Satam and his mayoral council substantial powers. The system was scrapped after the state government - also of the Sena - felt that the mayor was getting too powerful. Some say that the disgruntled municipal bureaucracy had a hand in the end of the mayoral system.  The current proposal is unlike the system experimented with. Satam was not directly elected as mayor by Mumbaikars, but appointed by the Shiv Sena from amongst its corporators. Moreover, Mumbaikars had no power to suggest how municipal funds for their locality ought to be spent. The proposed system involves Mumbaikars in the administration of the BMC. 

“It (the new proposal) will make elected representatives more accountable,” said Sameer Desai, a senior Congress corporator who did not attend the meeting but said he supported the proposal.






