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Hazare to start indefinite hunger strike
PUNE: Noted social crusader Anna Hazare will start an indefinite hunger strike from August 15 to demand enactment of laws to stop premature and politically motivated transfers of government officials and to prevent delay in government offices.


Speaking to TNN here on Tuesday, Hazare said that his fresh agitation will also protest against non enforcement of the right to information act and the act that empowered gramsabhas .

Hazare has sent a letter to chief minister Vilasrao Deshmukh informing him of the proposed agitation. He has categorically stated that this time he would not allow any mediators on behalf of the government to make him withdraw his agitation. 


"In the first phase I will start a maunvra t from August 9 at the Yadavbaba temple in Ralegan Siddhi and undertake an indefinite hunger strike from August 15 after hoisting the tricolour at the temple", he told TNN. Hazare has completed tour of Vidarbha and Marathwada and will tour western Maharashtra and Konkan in July to spread the message of his agitation. The state level committee of Bhrashtachar Virodhi Jana Andolan will meet at Ralegan Siddhi a week before the agitation to decide how the agitation can be spread across the state.

When asked what prompted him to start an agitation again, Hazare said that the state government has reduced the justice P B Sawant inquiry commission report to a farce. "All the ministers were found guilty not only by the Sawant commission but also during previous inquiries done by Nabard, RBI, co-operation department and other inquiry committees", he pointed out.
He said that instead of acting on the report, the government appointed a three member committee giving a clear indication that it was shielding corrupt ministers. "Two members of the three mem-ber committee are awaiting promotions", he remarked. He said that instead of taking action against the ministers, the government created an impression that he (Hazare) was more corrupt than the ministers.

Hazare pointed out that there were other ministers in the current cabinet who were responsible for irregularities and corruption in the Kalwa Belapur co-operative bank, Thane district drip irrigation scheme and credit co-operatives in Kolhapur. "If the chief minister does not know their names I will announce them along with documents when I start my agitation", he remarked. 


On the right to information act 2002, Hazare said that though Maharashtra was slightly ahead as compared to other states, enforcement of the act was not effective. "There are complaints that information officers do not give information and no action is taken against them", he said. He also alleged that the government kept many loopholes in the act that empowered gramsabhas because it did not want to decentralise power.

Hazare said that the government allowed the ordinance (dated August 25, 2003) preventing politically motivated transfers of gov-ernment officials and delays in government offices, to lapse. "The chief minister assured in January this year that another ordinance will be passed but nothing happened", he pointed out. 

Hazare told TNN that he has had enough and will no longer make any request to the government about the acts. "It is unfortunate that the even after independence people have to beg to get their due rights", he said. He clarified that he will not accept any mediators from the government. 

"Last time I allowed agriculture minister Balasaheb Thorat, deputy chief minister R R Patil and former co-operation commissioner Umeshchandra Sarangi to pursuade me. I believed in their assurances and withdrew the hunger strike but they did not keep their promises", he remarked. Hazare stated that now there was nobody worthy of his trust and it was upto the people to take action.







