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 A CERTAIN LACK OF CHARISMA 
There is no simple way to weigh the pros and cons of genetically modified organisms (GMOs) in a column of this size. Put very simply, the GMOs are expensive, controversial, holding great promise for great harm or good.
In India, genetically modified cotton (also called BT cotton) has largely been a failure, with low yields. The crop is also not as pest- resistant as touted by the manufacturing company, Monsanto. 

Lately, actor Nana Patekar has been appointed spokesman for BT cotton, and awarded a 1- year endorsement contract.

He claims he has examined the case and is convinced of the validity of the company’s claims. Really? Is it that easy to understand the nuances of the issue? It is certainly easy to accept a lucrative contract, and do what Nana does so well – read very convincingly from another’s script.

Ranjana Smetacek, Monsanto director has said the company wants to cash in on Patekar’s credibility.

GM holds great possibility for the Vidharba region, where Nana is campaigning. This is a huge cotton growing area, with poorest per-acre yield. There have been many suicides among debt-ridden farmers.

Scientist- activists like Vandana Shiva have been campaigning against GMOs for years, as have many other senior and respected scientists the world over.

Meanwhile, FDA Commissioner A Ramakrishnan has been transferred out of his post. Recently, he had cracked down on sale of several products including Johnson Baby Oil for making unsubstantiated health claims.

What does this say for the rights of the hapless consumer?

While we may accept, albeit with a pinch of salt, the claims made for fairness creams, shampoos, soaps and body lotions if they are endorsed by pretty actresses, we need to protest, vigourously, against the cynical manipulation of largely uneducated farmers by multinational giants like Monsanto.

And we need to mourn too, the devaluation of the thousands of activists who work in the field and have in-depth knowledge of various crucial issues directly relevant to you, me and the earth. In this telegenic age, because they lack the looks and the charisma, they figure nowhere.







