[image: image1.jpg]“Juhu [itizen

IChanging the Cityscape





Juhu – Paradise Lost

By Vishvanath Mada

Juhu was once a fishing village west of S.V. Road between Andheri and Santacruz.  Bombay Flying Club was where one could learn flying by joining N.C.C Air Wing.  The northern part of the marshy low land towards Versova discharged storm water into the Arabian Sea at Ruia Park.  The conversion of this marshy low land into housing was conceived by Mr. B.P. Patel and it was called Juhu Vile-Parle Development (J.V.P.D.) scheme

· 14 Societies were formed with 30-50 members each which totalled approximately 500 members

· Canal was left to drain storm water

· Plots were kept reserved for Schools, Colleges, Playgrounds, Hospitals, Markets and Public Spaces

· Infrastructure such as sewage, water, drainage, electricity was provided.

Now look at Juhu today:

· 14 Societies with 30-50 members each totally 500 members has expanded to 30-50 members in each skyscraper thanks to TDR due to high real estate rates

· Over 200 year old Juhu Village is transformed into a mega metro.

· Human and vehicular traffic has grown more than 1000 times.

· High rises are built violating laws.

· Infrastructure of roads, water, electricity, sewage, drainage, schools, colleges for small population.

· Slums of Juhu Gully, Wireless Lane, Airport, Nehru Nagar, Daulat Nagar, Ruia Park, and along both sides of the canal.

Urbanisation naturally draws rural poor, uneducated, unemployed in search of squeezing an honest living everyone has to make. Poor low middle-income group started putting together dwellings alongside the canal in spite of extortion, threat and humiliation from slum lords, politicians and officials.  A large cross section of the population of India serves the upper crust as cooks, waiters, cleaners, household help, maids servants, drivers.  Everyone including the slum dwellers do not want any slums.  They have as much self-esteem as any.  Where can they go? What can they call a roof? Where do they live and raise their young children?

We must fight with authorities to upgrade infrastructure, roads, water supply and drainage rather than blame any one section.  Citizens have not bothered to fight for basic amenities such as water, drainage and roads. These essential services we all pay for through our blood and sweat

I have been a resident of Juhu over 40 years and have witnessed J.V.P.D. scheme under water over the years.  Residents made collective efforts without much help from authorities.  Plot owners have started to raise the ground level leaving old buildings submerged in water during the monsoon.  Visit the vicinity of Jamnabai School on a monsoon morning at 8:45 am to see the plight of children.  It is time citizens must collectively synergise resources by networking to make Juhu and JVPD a better place for all of us to live without encroaching on the rights of others nor extract extra constitutional rights to few at the cost of others who are law abiding.






