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Rules take lives on Railways
Every year, over 3000 people are killed on our city’s railway tracks. What’s worse is that over 60 per cent of these cases turned fatal due to procedures and laws that delayed medical help.

In the case of road accidents, however, passers-by generally avoid helping a victim fearing that they would have to appear as witnesses in the case.

For rail accidents, the railways follow a convoluted procedure. When a train hits a person, the motorman informs the control room, who in turn informs the station manager.  The station manager informs the GRP personnel. The GRP personnel call for hamals or porters who bring the victim to the station.   The station manager makes an entry in the injury card, while the police prepare a panchanama. They then have to arrange for an ambulance or a vehicle to take the victim to the hospital.

”A person’s life can be saved if immediate medical treatment is made available to him in the hour of need,” said Dr Sarosh Mehta, who has filed a public interest litigation in the Bombay High Court.  In fact, the railways in two affidavits have said, ”It is not possible for the railway administration to allow and accept outside help from the public in view of the restrictions by the police.”  The railways also make a distinction between bonafide passengers and those without a ticket. Most of the railway casualties are of people who were run over by trains while crossing tracks, and they fall under the latter category.

According to the railways’ affidavit such cases are ”medico-legal” and are handed over to the GRP.
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