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Jagte Raho Civilians!

By Adolf  D’Souza
Tsunami disaster has made it amply clear that our lives cannot be left at the stake of  government authorities and other agencies alone. Natural calamities are more difficult to predict than the tragedies that we see daily in our lives. How prepared are we in our day to day concerns in life, like safety, health, education, etc.? When you know the authorities cannot deliver in such matters, why trust  them to safeguard your life and property.

Our BMC and government officers are known to work so hard that they work beyond their duty hours. Try locating them during duty hours and you will often find them on “site visits”. Our dear police personnel are so busy after offenders that they often fail to prevent crime and keep order. We often see police patrolling where there is prostitution racket going around or hooch being traded. Is this protection or prevention? While citizens are looking for genuine NGOs to contribute towards the tsunami relief fund; there are agencies lobbying to sell technology that we may not need for such natural calamities. After all our government is known to give us cake when bread is the need of the day. That’s why we end up getting flyovers and bridges when all we want is a clear road.

You already have “early warning systems” of their functioning, yet you want to entrust all your rights and duties to them. Instead, we should work towards getting ourselves empowered to make them first transparent, then accountable and lastly responsible for their duties. 

Ultimately, it’s not the equipment for detecting oncoming calamities,  but the men who operate and supervise them that matter. If we are not vigilant enough as citizens, then all the laws in our democracy will not prevent the corrupt politician and their lethargic bureaucrats from taking our existing rights away. We at JCWG have realized the need, importance and power of forming ALMs or citizens/neighbourhood groups in our localities. As a prevention or warning system,  we can sustain ourselves better as an organized community/ALM. 

But we have lost this sense of working together as small communities. We are even afraid to raise our voice against wrongs. What can you expect of the authorities who have lost their sense of duty? If we don’t care, no body will. 

All politics and governance become functional at a local level.  Therefore, let us this Republic Day take care of our locality and city, and the country will take care of it self.






