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FROM JUHU TO THE ARCTIC!

By Prabha Krishnan prabha_k@vsnl.com
Think globally, act locally is very good advice.  In Indian philosophy, this was stated as “Vasudaiva Kutumbakam”  in other words we are all part of the same world.

There was not so long ago a world wide furore about the high levels of pesticides in colas. In India, cola makers defended themselves by pointing out that the ground water was heavily contaminated by fertilizer and pesticide run-offs from fields, and that a rational farm policy for India was long overdue.

Organic emphasis

One key factor to reducing chemical contamination is of course composting of market and household waste. This course of action should run concurrently with the Conscious Citizen’s Mantra  Refuse, Reduce, Recycle. And for those who want to travel further down this road, here’s news from the Arctic. What we do in Juhu, matters to the Arctic dwellers too! 

Arctic Trauma

Arctic families live much as their ancestors did thousands of years ago. Survival here, in the northernmost civilization on earth, means living the way marine mammals live, hunting as they do, wearing their skins. 

The ocean diet that gives these people life and defines their culture also threatens them. Mercury concentrations in Arctic-dwelling mothers are the highest ever recorded, 12 times greater than the level that poses neurological risks to foetuses, according to U.S. government standards. A separate study has linked PCBs ( found in most plastics) with slight effects on the intelligence of children there. Although most of the Arctic villagers never leave their hunting grounds, the world travels to them, riding upon wintry winds.

Chemical Trash-can

The Arctic has been transformed into the planet’s chemical trash- can, the final destination for toxic waste that originates thousands of miles away. Atmospheric and oceanic currents conspire to send industrial chemicals, pesticides, and power-plant emissions on a journey to the Far North. Many airborne chemicals tend to migrate to, and precipitate in, cold climates, where they then endure for decades, perhaps centuries, slow to break down in the frigid temperatures and low sunlight. Polar bears in Norway and Russia near the North Pole carry some of the highest levels of toxic compounds ever found in living animals.

Sometime ago, when unacceptably high levels of DDT were found in the waters of Gangotri and Jamunotri, there was outcry about the pollution of these sacred sources.  Is not all of life sacred?

