[image: image1.jpg]“Juhu [itizen

IChanging the Cityscape





Character of our Nation

Last month we celebrated Republic Day and Commemoration Day of the father of our nation. Are we indeed civilized citizens of a civil society or have we somewhere down the line lost or forgotten our sense of duty, morals or discipline in our culture?

We often talk of our rights without taking responsibility. We blame the legislators/politicians, administrators/civil servants, judiciary/courts and also the media/press for our woes. Does our duty end after casting votes during elections - while living a personal life without principals and values lived by Mahatma Gandhi?

We have best brains to beat or manipulate any system. So have we failed the system or the system failed us? The only purpose in our modern lives seems to become competitive in studies and a best paid worker or business earner thereafter. Greed has taken over our needs. Are we becoming a capitalist state with the only motive of monetary profits for oneself?

Today, cleverness is mistaken for intelligence. Success means winning at the cost of others. Copying in exams has become the norm of the day. Lying has become our second nature. Cheating does not prick our conscience. Values like truth, humility, patience, non-violence, service to others seems to be meant for practice in heaven. Where have the Scouts/Guides, NCC, RSP, Civil Defense cadets gone? These were citizens’ support system to the authorities. Did these not also inculcate a sense of service and altruism, teach discipline while learning disaster and crisis management in our formative years?

Our morals or living standards are conforming more to the glamorous world of the west. Why should we let the teachings from our diverse religions and rich culture become foreign to us? Let us endeavour to imbibe good values in our homes and schools, without which economic growth and development will have no meaning. Jai Hind.

-Adolf D’Souza
