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Self Rule and Self Discipline

By Prabha Krishnan prabha_k@vsnl.com
Ok, so January is as usual our month for lip service. We had our Republic Day parade and our 2 minutes of silence for that man we call the Father of our Nation.

That done, we’re back in business, back to our business, which consists of what?

Feather our nests every which way, and the Devil take the hindmost. As someone noted bitterly, our cities continued to rock and party, while in Europe they observed silence for the tsunami victims and organized donations for them.

My issue relates to our skewed priorities. Every budget allocates massive amounts for “defence’ spending, and less and less for social services. And every year our social indices slip lower and lower. What then are we defending? A nation of starving desperate poor, who then become the public face of India? And in this “sovereign, democratic republic” we celebrate each year, can we ask questions about defence spending? And the more we accord sacred cow status to our Army, the less accountable and disciplined they become. 

After we won the Kargil war, people who examined captured Pakistani bunkers found high grade equipment, including snow goggles and shoes  which our own patriotic soldiers so dismally lacked.

Ok, even if we accept that militarization produces discipline, how do we explain the squalor and filth of our cities? Every international traveler disembarking at Sahar is hit by the essence of India!

Don’t we know that a healthy, gainfully employed, stress-free population is our best defence against all predators?

My point is that after 60 years of self-rule, billions of rupees in defence spending, we are a dirt soaked, unhealthy, seriously cash starved nation. Jai Hind!

