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Who do they represent?
We elect them to represent us but they supersede people’s will. The legislatures or politicians often interfere in the duties of the executive/administrative bodies and even obstruct orders given by the courts.

It is common to see the devils advocate (politician) use threat of communalism or civil liberties to protect their vested interests. We see this more often happening during the eviction of illegal encroachments. The right to life and livelihood is their common refrain. But for example, the right to livelihood for a taxi driver means the driver has to follow the traffic rules and regulations. His right to drive for livelihood does not mean he can park or drive on a footpath meant for pedestrian nor can he drive in open spaces like beach and grounds reserved for recreation?

On the other hand, we have the executive or public and government agencies that simply refuse to work or be responsible for just about any of their duties. Simply working without results or being efficient without being effective cannot be tolerated. Passing the buck from one agency to the other is a common threat to rules of  law and court orders.

Nowadays people on the wrong side of the law seem to have more rights because it suits both the lawmakers as well as the lawkeepers. Citizens would not have to go to courts so often if the authorities did what they are supposed to do.

Citizens have seen enough of these bluffs. Its time all NGOs and citizens groups in Mumbai jointly plan and file a Public Interest Litigation (PIL) against the BMC and state. Literary take them to task or make them do their responsible duties. How often can we go individually /separately to the court against the same agencies, for every other issue  due to non-enforcement of the law or non-implementation of work?  Together we need to focus our energies on how to make individual officers responsible from every government department for dereliction of their duties. Can we force such donkeys to drink the holy water?

Jai Hind.

Adolf  D’Souza






