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Thanks to MRTI

The trauma is over. We have been freed of the corrupt louts who alternately badgered and threatened us whenever we visited the Sahakari Bhandar shopping complex, thanks to the might of the Maharashtra Right to Information Act (MRTI).

With our MRTI application made earlier this year, we obtained through a few simple steps the contract of Rajendra & Rajendra, for running the Pay and Park facility on V.L. Mehta road near Sahakari Bhandar shopping complex. We were shocked to learn the extent to which this contractor was flouting the terms of agreement. When our protests with the MCGM (in particular the ward officer Mr. G.P. Rathod of K-W, since transferred) fell on deaf ears and police preferred to look the other way, we decided to better use the information that we had in our hands. We got down to conducting a daylong survey, where almost 20 volunteers from JCWG participated. What we found was shocking. While the contractor pays the MCGM as per the terms of agreement, a sum of around Rs. 5 lac, the total collection (by overcharging) was nearly Rs. 25 lac! The common citizens of Juhu were being cheated to the extent of Rs. 20 lac a year by a single contractor of MCGM. 

However, a letter to Mr. Johny Joseph (Municipal Commissioner) briefing him of the findings of the survey seemed to have an immediate effect.  Freedom at last! Three Cheers for the MRTI! Who will pay us back the 20 lacs?







