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Police initiate citizens meet

By Anand Desai a_y_desai@hotmail.com
In response to the need for greater citizens’ awareness, Additional Commissioner of Police Mr. Param Bir Singh initiated a Police-Citizens\ forum, the first meeting of which was held on 23rd November at the Juhu Beach Police Chowki. The meeting was chaired by DCP Amitabh Gupta and attended by all the top police officials (including traffic department) as well as some key MCGM personnel. In attendance were several ALM members from across Juhu as well as representatives of JCWG and AGNI.  In order to remain focused the forum discussed only macro issues. Safety, security and encroachment all along Juhu beach was the first off the blocks. DCP Gupta put forward the following key proposals which would be undertaken with immediate effect in the coming weeks:

a. In addition to existing personnel, deputing a senior police officer for daily patrolling duty in the Tourist Police jeep during the evening hours. 

b. Joint daily efforts by the Police and MCGM in removing encroachers on the beach. The reluctant MCGM personnel were encouraged by Mr. Gupta to extend their cooperation.

Another macro issue that found healthy discussion during this meeting was the need for monitoring of the roads to prevent all illegal activities. It was strongly felt by the citizens present that while the MCGM can undertake actions against encroachers on the roads, the police too had a role to play in ensuring that the streets are free of illegal acts and occupation of public land was one such. Citizens further voiced their concerns that the police do not do enough to ensure security of the roads and streets. As a pilot, it was agreed to undertake a concerted drive on one road each in Juhu north (A.B. Nair road) and Juhu south (K.K. Ganguly marg).  In order to educate the citizens of Juhu about the nuances of the law, it was suggested by JCWG to have a brief 1hour workshop in Juhu on the Saturday, 18th of December at 5:00 pm. This workshop would be conducted by the DCP Mr. Gupta and hosted by JCWG. The venue tentatively fixed is the Academy Hall of St. Joseph’s School. All are welcome to participate.

The Police-Citizens forum meet is scheduled to be a monthly event and both Mr. Singh as well as Mr. Gupta, have assured the citizens of their full support.

