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IChanging the Cityscape





Mithi, Mangroves & Mumbai
By Hansel D’Souza

hansel@vsnl.com
It rained and it rained.  Our pride as the country’s financial capital, one of the most expensive bits of real estate on this planet and the glamour capital of India was washed into the Arabian Sea.  Commoner and “king” were equally humbled on our flood-ravaged streets.  The Mithi and the mangroves got their revenge!

For years we took the ecology for granted.  Indiscriminate land reclamation, disregard for the development plans, no investment in infrastructure and poor civic management.  Unfortunately, the price we paid was very high and in one large instalment!  400 human lives and an estimated 15,000 crores for 2 days of rain!

As usual the blame game began in right earnest.  The proverbial buck was tossed like a hot potato from lap to lap.  The super short memory of the average Mumbaikar played its part.  And the city has limped back to normal.

If we cannot glean any learnings from such catastrophes, we cannot call ourselves intelligent beings.  Here is wish list for the powers-that-be:
1. Changing players (making heads roll) is like changing clothes.  Nothing changes.  We need to change the rules of the game.  Systemic changes (See box Mumbai needs a CEO)

2. The Mithi river must be desilted and restored to its original form by rehabilitating the slum colonies on its banks.  Its embankments must be shored up.  A creative mind might consider making it a feature for the city with promenades, picnic spots and boat rides!

3. Mangroves must be declared protected areas like our forests.

4. The Brimstowad drainage plan (costing Rs. 1200 crores) must be put in place asap.  It would do more good than flyovers and malls!

5. No NOC for commercial exploitation of land without prior infrastructure upgradation.

6. A crisis authority and a crisis plan should be in place.

7. The city must expand through mass transportation

8. Land must be used for mass housing

9. Finally a Total ban on plastic bags (See Box)
As citizens we hope the millions of reams of paper spent on critiques, cribs and confabulations don’t end up falling on deaf ears!  We know the stoical front the administration adopts when it faces flak.  We might need to prod them to act with public protests, litigation and even criminal action.  The floods have left us with a bloody nose.  Now can we muster the gut to fight for what is rightfully ours?!!







