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ENCLAVES OF PRIVILEGE
By Prabha Krishnan

prabha_k@vsnl.com
First the callous neglect, then the denials, now the epidemics. For the hardy Mumbaikars, Terrible Tuesday followed by Manic Monday was the last straw on the camels back. We are currently staring epidemics of cholera, dengue, malaria and leptospirosis in the face. Serious questions are being asked about the value of our votes and our tax rupees. Are we really citizens of India’s commercial capital?
To add insult to the injury, we increasingly get to hear of “medical tourism’.  NRIs (non- resident Indians -- those living and working in the West) began to go "home" to India seeking not just their roots, but root canals. They returned home with  tales of the staggering savings 
in costs -- even factoring in airfares -- and excellence of treatment. Aware of India's state-of-the- art technology and the level of surgical skill, they also opt for more critical treatment, like kidney transplants, hip replacements and open- heart surgery. Indeed, India's 20 million
diaspora returning to the US and Britain after successful treatment are India's best ambassadors for health care.

To this smart bunch, we can add Britons and Americans, who are already used to being cared for by Indians in their countries. They are testimony to the commitment and skill Indian doctors and nurses bring to their work. Access to open heart surgery in India is immediate, and it will cost, without complications, around $10,000 - against around $50,000 in America or privately in Britain. A biopsy for a brain tumor will cost around $1,000 and surgery around $6,000. Hip replacements using the newest techniques cost in the neighborhood of $6,500, with no waiting lists. There are hospitals specializing in nothing but spinal and joint surgery.

Medical tourism is set to become an important contributor to India's economy and is predicted to earn $2 billion in foreign revenues by the year 2012.

Well, hurrah! 60 years of self-rule and we are acting as our British rulers did – cocooning the rich and exterminating the poor. Jai Hind!






