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150 Truckloads Of Plastic Bags Lifted Off Beach

By Hansel D’Souza: hansel@vsnl.com
Just last month, for the umpteenth time, we featured plastic bags on Juhu Beach.  Some regulars reported almost a foot deep bed of plastic on some stretches.  Juhu Citizens Welfare Group decided to do something about it.

On Sunday, August 7, twenty volunteers with 2 JCBs and 4 Dumpers joined the beach cleaning effort.  Our kind sponsor this time was Mr. K K Nambiar of S K Enterprises.  It would have normally cost us at least Rs. 50,000 to hire this equipment for a day!

We were quite optimistic about removing all the debris and garbage on Sunday itself.  But the mess thrown up by the tide after Mumbai’s deluge stretched the effort to 4 days!  The BMC contractor would have taken months to manually clear the beach.

Part of the flotsam were 12 carcasses of dead buffaloes drowned in the storm.  Tree trunks and assorted debris made up the rest.  The major part of the garbage however, was plastic bags!

A few years ago, the government had enacted a law prohibiting the manufacture and use of plastic carry bags of less that 20 microns thickness.  Like the hundreds of other laws, it remained in the statute books.  JC members attempted to stop vendors ands shops at Juhu market from using these bags.  But sadly, the campaign failed.

So why the crib about plastic bags?  If one were to analyse the reasons behind the 26/7 floods in Mumbai, we could look at plastic in the right perspective.  Yes, it rained a record 944 mm in the suburbs.  Yes, our storm water drains are over a hundred years old.  But where did 150 truckloads of plastic bags appear from on our 5 km stretch of beach?  (Incidentally, you will find every stretch of coast from Cuffe Parade to Vasai similarly covered with plastic bags)

Quite clearly, this nuisance lay hidden in our drains and nullahs to be flushed out with vengeance by the 26/7 flood.  Our guesstimate is that at least 20% of the flooding was due to a plastic bag-choked drainage system.  Every extra foot of water lead to an exponential increase in damage to life and property!

There is absolutely no need for enquiry commissions, task forces, disaster mangement groups and foreign management consulting firms to tell us how much of Mumbai’s woes flowed from the ubiquitous plastic carry bags that haunt our existence.  We need no new legislation or special budgets to act.  The Municipal Commissioner and the administration has failed to implement the ban on plastic bags and the average Mumbaikar has paid dearly for it!

It is late enough to declare a “War on Plastic”.  We do not need bags of any microns because manufacturers know how to bend the law and evade it.  It is time that the administration implemented the law and amended it to include all plastic carry bags.  It is time for citizens to call a boycott of plastic bags.






