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High Court makes life easier for litigants
By Shibu Thomas – Courtesy: Mid-Day, May 24

Are you fed-up of waiting endlessly for your court case to reach a conclusion? Here’s good news.

When the Bombay High Court opens after the vacations, in June, it will have a range of new systems in place to clear the backlog of cases.  The court will have two additional benches, besides a new system, initially for two months, for scheduling and hearing of cases.

There are over 2.5 lakh cases pending before the HC, with over 20,000 cases pending for over 10 years. HC rules in your favour What’s new:

· Two new benches - a division bench and a single bench - on its criminal side from June.

· Civil matters will be heard on two days and criminal matters on other days.

· A new scheduling system from June 7 where litigants will be given a specific date for case hearings. At present cases are scheduled for hearing only on the previous day and litigants have to visit the court almost daily to check if their case has been listed on the board.

· Judges will take up cases differently - admission matters in the morning; final hearings in the afternoon.

· Most vacancies for judges have been filled. While the sanctioned strength is 60, the HC had a strength of just 57. This means more cases will be heard.
· Computerisation of records.  The HC already has a touch screen information kiosk for litigants to check the status of their cases.






