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Juhu Tot  Molested  - Courtesy Times of India

A reputed Juhu playschool has sent an internal circular warning parents against leaving their children with strangers after a two-year-old pre-schooler was allegedly molested by a horse-keeper recently.  The school is located in a thinly-populated stretch of JVPD, close to Juhu beach, and has children of celebrities and Bollywood actors on its rolls.   According to sources, the incident took place after school hours last week. The lane outside the school is often frequented by horse-keepers and toy sellers and several pre-schoolers go for joy rides on the horses, while their parents chat.   When the two-year-old was sent for a similar ride, she had to be held by the horse- keeper so that she doesn't lose balance.  However, one of the parents-a woman police officer whose son also studies in the same school-noticed the horse-keeper allegedly fondling her and caught him, reprimanded him and complained to the principal.  The girl's parents did not want to press charges and the horse-keeper was let off, but only after a stern warning from the woman cop who is attached to a local police station.  When contacted, the principal told OTI "In our circular, we have clearly told parents not to leave their wards alone, even for a minute, with snack vendors or balloon sellers.  In fact, several pre-schoolers are dropped to school and fetched home by domestic helps or chauffers, whose backgrounds may not be known to parents,"she said.   Speaking about the case, a child psychologist told TOI that children needed to be taught to report if they felt uncomfortable with the way an adult might have touched them.






