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IChanging the Cityscape





Congrats  MCGM!
It's fashionable nowadays to indulge in a bit of BMC-bashing.  Specially after 26/7, the average Mumbaikar loves to abuse the faceless Municipal-o-crat who is held responsible for all the city's woes.  So for a change, JC has decided to front page its appreciation of a "silent" Municipal project that has the potential of favorably impacting the cityscape.

Ever since the floods hit the city, all our arterial roads look dug up and under serious repair.  Without much fanfare, the MCGM has set about redesigning the open storm water drains in the suburbs.
For those who have not noticed, Bombay city (Colaba to Bandra and Sion) has an underground drainage system.  As you entered the suburbs, you would have noticed that the sides of every road were lined with open trenches which were more often than not filled with debris, decaying leaves and all types of city garbage.  In fact they served as litter bins, garbage dumps, composting pits, open toilets and even sewers for unauthorised constructions in the city.

It used to be an annual pre-monsoon ritual for the MCGM to float a tender and award contracts for "storm water drain cleaning".  The budget for this exercise would be sizeably increased every year and corporators, officers and contractors would look forward to this bonanza before the rains hit the city.  And then 26/7 happened.

Without much ado, the MCGM administration has set about giving a final burial to this "gold mine" called storm water drains.  Without a fuss, the old drains have been dug up, new pipes laid and covered with concrete paver blocks.  In one deft move, the MCGM has tried to solve the flooding problem, and has inadvertently gifted the city a slew of incidental benefits.

As a result of the paver-block covered underground drains, pedestrians now have a slick and clean walkway (footpath) which never existed before.  The stinking sludge-filled trenches have disappeared.  The roads have increased in width by almost two extra lanes, one on either side.  Though the trees have now crawled on to the road, they have carved out neat parking slots between them.  But the most important benefit of all, we can look forward to clear roads this monsoon with a new drainage system  dedicated to transporting storm water to the sea!

While sincerely appreciating this herculean effort that has been executed in record-breaking time, as watch-dogs, we are forced to ask a few questions:

- Why did the MCGM wait till the till the city bore the brunt of  26/7, to act?

- How many hundred crores have been siphoned off all these years under the guise of pre-
   monsoon storm water drain cleaning?

- Whose bright idea was it to gift us "burbies" with the open drain system in the first place?

- Now where will the unauthorised constructions offload their sewerage?

- Where will citizens dump their litter?

- Will our new walkways remain free from hawker encroachment?

We may never receive the answers to these questions, but that does not stop us from saying, "Congrats MCGM, you have proved that where there is a will, there's a way!  With your skills and our pressure, we'll make Mumbai a world class city!".






