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Year End Blues

By Adolf D’Souza: adolfdsouza@hotmail.com

Its time of the year to ’adjust accounts’ for tax avoidance/evasion with the help of clever CAs. Widespread corruption in India is due to tax evasion and methods adopted to control it. We contributed to the revenue system which is most inefficient, complex and often corrupt.

India needs to adopt the single low-tax rates system similar to those successfully followed in Russia and Hongkong; whereby one is not liable to pay any other taxes  not even value added taxes (VAT).

After the worrying financial year-end, the tormenting season of water crisis begins in many parts of India. Even with stringent measures like rainwater harvesting, efficient use and minimization of wastage, the need may not be able to keep pace with the growing demand.

Very few houses/societies in Mumbai have tube wells of their own and depend wholly on the Municipal water supply and water tankers. More than 80% of this precious drinking water, which comes through the taps, is used for bathing, in toilets, for washing of clothes, utensils, cars and gardening. 

We Juhuites stay close to the sea, but are unable to use a single drop of it for any useful purpose. Infact, the yearly sufficient sweet rainwater ends up into the salty sea thru our storm water drains. Should we have de-salination plants for conversion of seawater into fresh potable water that can be supplied through separate water-pipes for various use - other than for drinking? A de-salination plant through Seawater Reverse Osmosis (SWRO) is set up in Kundankulam, in Tamil Nadu to meet the fresh drinking water needs of around 45,000 persons at a production cost of less than 5 paise per litre. 

With over commercialization, man-made scarcity will force us towards increasing use of  bottled water. The day is not far when this will be the only available water for our use. Just as packed iodized salt has taken over the cheaply available rock salt in the past. 

On the 75th anniversary year of Dandi March, lets not just walk, but march ahead with a sense of purpose, where the means to achieve the end are of Gandhian values and principles.







