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BMC Ignores Citizens

By Mayank Gandhi: modelle@vsnl.net
There is an interesting battle going on between our citizen group and the power of money and religion. This religious enterprise is called the Pentecostal Church located at the end of St. Francis Cross Road next to the Nanavati Hospital at Santacruz (West).  Years ago, it was just a single-room shanty that has metamorphosed into a prayer complex by steadily encroaching on vacant spaces around it.

Last year, they obtained monsoon shed permission from the MCGM and built a temporary structure covering an area of around 2400 sft.  We made innumerable complaints to the corporation, to no avail. The AMC personally visited the site and said that it was illegal but did not demolish it. 

When we requested the head priest to remove the same - he said that he bribes the Municipal Corporation, Rs. 25000 per month and that there is no way that we can remove his illegal construction.

A complaint made via Praja finally reached the Municipal Commissioner.  He replied saying that the illegal structure was demolished on February 25th!  Strange that he should certify something that never happened.  Or maybe, the structure miraculously resurrected early the next morning!

This particular case is not merely one of encroachment but also a perpetual nuisance by way of loud singing, shouting and disturbing the peace in the guise of prayer.  Religion must remain in the heart, homes and prescribed places of worship.  Public displays that inconvenience citizens and disturb the peace should be dealt with sternly.  We must remember that one man’s rights begin where another’s end.  Religion is no exception!






