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Hawking Zone Fiasco Residents See Red
City’s Woes

 By Hansel hansel@vsnl.com
Strange are the ways of the MCGM.  The recent list of proposed hawking zones in K-West has left residents gaping in astonishment.  It seems like the three member committee headed by retired judge H S Ghare either pulled the names out of a hat or some very devious politician has whispered names in his ear.

The choice of roads seems to zero in on areas that have been recently cleared of encroachments and are currently being maintained by local ALM groups.  Some of these are Juhu-Versova Link Road (Juhu Ekta ALM), Mukteshwar Marg (Chand Chandan ALM), Hirabhau Gawde Marg (Juhu Residents Association ALM), KK Ganguly Marg (Ganguly Marg ALM).

Questions are being asked in activist circles.  Is this a deliberate attempt by the MCGM to “punish” resident groups with hawkers at their doorstep?  Is this list instigated by a local politician who has been opposing all projects and initiatives taken by citizens in Juhu?  Is this one way of dumping legal hawkers on citizen maintained roads while the “free” roads will be “revenue” generating areas for free-loaders?

Whatever the answers are, one thing is for certain, the K-West Ward has stirred up a hornet’s nest.  Citizens across Juhu, Vile Parle and Lokhandwala have begun meeting to discuss plans of action.  Notice letters have been shot off to the AMC K-West Ward and legal action is being contemplated.

New AMC Kale will soon have his hands full.  Sections of citizens are livid at callous manner in which the new hawking zones have been selected.  Most guidelines set down by the Supreme Court have been flouted.  The key guidelines include: 1) No impediment or hindrance to vehicular traffic or pedestrians 2) No hawking zone within 100 meters from place of worship, shrine, educational institution, hospital 3) No hawking on any street less than 8 meters wide.

What takes the cake is the gross violation of the Court guideline prohibiting hawking zones in purely residential areas!

These guidelines preclude any street without a pavement on both sides, since hawking on such streets will impede both vehicular and pedestrian traffic.  The 8 meter rule rules out by-lanes and gullies as well.
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Beautifed Hirabhau Gawde Marg, proposed to be made a hawking zone

All in all the entire exercise seems like the AMC K-West has gone and shot himself in the foot.  With citizens donning the war paint and the Supreme Court order hanging like the fabled sword of Damocles over his head, he can draw little comfort from his political mentors while becoming the sacrificial lamb.






