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IChanging the Cityscape





Rain Water Can Solve

City’s Woes

By Praful Vora snpexim@rediffmail.com
Many of us use ’bore well’ or ’closed well’ water, for flushing toilets, gardening, washing cars and building lobbies.  This saves the city millions of gallons of good quality drinking water.  We do not get any subsidy, nor any tax benefits for doing this; in fact we have to go through the cumbersome process of registering our bore well with the MCGM Ward Office Pest Control Department.
It is important, for each housing complex, to open up the concrete apron around their building, in the society  compound, so that the terrace and compound rain water drains into the ground, rather than flow into the municipal storm water drains.  The former will charge the ground in the compound and the latter will be wastefully flow to the sea.  The open strip can be converted into a flower bed; however, garden edging must be such that the rain water must be able to drain into the ground.  The slope of the concrete apron must be suitably adjusted (or grooves cut in it), to allow water drainage into the soil and the flower bed edging must have openings to allow water to flow into the soil.  Plants can be nurtured in such open strips to beautify the housing complex.  
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A 10-year old ring will that takes care of the
 toilet water needs of 100 families at Juhu

Let us use the 2100 mm of annual rain to charge our ground so that we get a perennial supply of water from the bore well.  The building foundation is not damaged and one does not have to build any storage tank or elaborate piping system.  If all the housing complexes do this, all will be charging the ground and all will be using it later in the year. ature demands that we put in that which we want to draw out, the same as your bank account.  Some of us are already doing this.  Let us all propagate this simple method which is almost free.  It is important to allow excess water to drain out into the street storm water drain since it would otherwise cause nuisance to the housing members.  Some trap can be arranged .... this is opened to allow excess water to go waste.  Do not drain out the water on the road outside, since it will damage the bitumen surface and your housing complex will end up with a damaged road.  Water logging on bitumen roads causes the water to enter the cracks, which causes vapour pockets when the road gets hot, which causes bigger cracks and then breakage to surface seal.  The road surface eventually breaks up and low and behold you have ’potholed road’.  Such damage can be seen outside housing complexes which let water from car washing, drain out on the bitumen road.

Excess collection of water in gardens can be avoided by making percolation holes or soaking pits in the garden.  An opening of 50x50x50 cm can be filled with pebbles and coarse sand and topped off with garden soil.  The grass will grow as usual yet the ground will allow faster drainage for water.  

It is critical that we all use the bountiful rains to the best purpose. 







